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Body cameras for St. Louis officers will
cost $1.2 million-plus

By Nicholas J.C. Pistor npistor@post-dispatch.com 314-436-2239 85

A police officer in California wears an
AXON flex police camera.

(1) More Photos

No screaming for justice for
other crimes?

The Ferguson episode has taken on a
new life and meaning. The issue is no
longer the kiling of Michael Brown but
rather a conglomeration of c... Read
more

Where is the outrage for
murders in St. Louis?

While the emotions surrounding Michael
Brown's death are understandable,
where is the outrage and detailed
coverage on the 96 murders to date ...
Read more

Ellisville police will soon be
wearing body cameras
o

Chief says the
recording devices
will be in use within
two weeks. Read

Video captures attack near
Tower Grove Park; 2 arrested
Videographer says
he kept rolling
because he felt
4% obligated to help
someone being attacked. Read more

New St. Louis police unit
focuses on officer-involved
shootings

Police Chief Sam Dotson promises that
all findings will be reviewed by

ST. LOUIS e The cost to outfit the city’s police force with
body cameras will come with a price tag of $1.2 million — and
that’s just the start.

Richard Gray, the city’s public safety director, told an
aldermanic committee on Tuesday morning that the
department would need an additional $500,000 to cover
labor and maintenance costs, plus an increase in the
department’s annual budget of about $800,000 to $900,000
for replacement and maintenance costs.

Officials are exploring the purchase in the wake of the crisis
in Ferguson, in addition to the fatal shooting of Kajieme
Powell last month by city officers, where a cellphone video
revealed inconsistencies with the initial police account.

Police union officials appear skeptical and could mount a
challenge to the deployment of the cameras.

Gray said the individual units range from $295 to $695, but
they also need docking stations that charge the devices and
download their data.

Gray said the city would purchase about 1,000 cameras to
outfit most of its force if aldermen approve funding.

Jeff Roorda, business manager of the St. Louis Police Officers
Association, wouldn’t disclose the union’s position on
cameras at Tuesday’s meeting.

“That’s a conversation we’ll have with the city’s bargaining
team,” Roorda told the aldermen.

But Roorda warned that ordering the cameras before
negotiating with the union “would be problematic.”

Roorda said city officers didn’t have helmets when they had
bricks and bottles thrown at their heads while they were in
Ferguson. He questioned how the city would suddenly have
money for cameras.

The aldermen appeared largely supportive of purchasing
cameras, but they haven’t set a date where they will formally
consider funding them.

“This does appear to be the wave of the future,” said 28th
Ward Alderman Lyda Krewson, who represents the Central
West End neighborhood.

The cameras, which constantly record video, can be worn
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prosecutors. Read
more

Police: Ferguson officer had no
time to activate camera during
shooting

The shooting
exposed a
vulnerability of new

" ¥ body cameras
sweeping the region, a top commander
said. Sometimes things unfold too fast
to push t... Read more

Police officer should not be able
to turn off body camera

Since the shooting
of a black teenager
by a white police

; officer in Ferguson,
it has been brought to our attention
that if the officer had a b... Read more

St. Louis' estimate board
pledges support for police body
cameras
City considering $1
million for body
cameras Read more

Combative aldermen question
St. Louis police chief about use
of deadly force

Department wil
seek money for
body cameras, and
create special unit
to investigate police shootings. Read

more

St. Louis County police to put

With 465 uniformed
members, it would
be one of the
nation's largest
departments to have video on every
patrol interaction. Read more

St. Louis police release video,
audio of deadly police shooting

Chief Sam Dotson
pledges
transparency in
=] police shootings
with the creation of a new unit to
investigate use of force. Read more

around an officer’s neck or attached to sunglasses. The
officers plug the cameras in to download the recordings at the
end of their shifts. The video is kept on a data server.

Several area departments, including Ellisville and St. Louis
County, have turned to the cameras since the fatal shooting
death of unarmed teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson.

Video recordings would allow judges and juries to see events
unfold, helping to shed light through the often-conflicting or
hazy recollections of eyewitnesses. They also enable officials
to clear up discrepancies between initial accounts and what
actually happened.

For example, the police shooting of Powell on Aug. 19: Powell
was pacing and muttering after taking items from the Six
Stars Market, 8701 Riverview Boulevard, according to
witnesses. When police arrived, they said Powell urged them
to shoot and approached them with a knife. Two officers
fired 12 shots that killed Powell.

The shooting was captured by an onlooker’s cellphone

camera.

Police Chief Sam Dotson initially told reporters that Powell
came within 2 to 3 feet of the officers while gripping a knife
and holding it high.

The cellphone video, which Dotson released the next day,
appeared to show Powell at a farther distance, with his hands
constantly at his waist.

www.twitter.com /nickpistor
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